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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restriction 
Restriction to one 0 f the foIlowing inventions fe ^ ^ ^ & ^ 

I. Claims 1-3, drawn ,„ an iso i ated nucleic acid ^ ^ ^ ^ 

classified in class 536, subclass 23. 1, for example. 

n. Claim 4, drawn to a substantially pure RDE-1 polypeptide, ^ a method of 
preparing an RNAi agent by incubating dsRNA in the presence of RDE-1 and RDE- 
polypeptides, classified in class 530, subclass 350, and class 435, subclass 6 for 

example. ' 

m. data 5, drawn t0 an miboiy t0 ^ , ^ 
subclass 387. 1 , for example. 

IV Claims 6 and 7, drawn ,„ . method of ^ ^ ^ 

cell, compnsing decreasing activity of the RNAi pathway, classified in class 435 
subclass 440, for example. 

V- Claims 8- 10 , drawn to an isolated nucleic acid encoding an RDE-4 polypeptide 
classified in class 536, subclass 23.1, for example. 

VI Claim 1 1, drawn to a subs.an.iaUy pure RDE-4 po.ypep.ide, Cassified in class 
530, subclass 350, for example. 

vn. Claim 12, drawn ,o an antibody to the RDE-4 polypeptide, classified in class 
530, subclass 387.1, for example. 

VIII. Claims 14-16, drawn to a method of inhibiting activity ofageneby 
mtroducing an RNAi agent into a cell, classified in Cass 435, subclass 440. 

THe inventions are distinct, each from the other because of die following reasons: 
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3- invent f and I, are reiated as product md process of _ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

be used in a materia,* different proCKS of using ^ ^ ^ § ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

»-»d of detection of the poIynucleotide in a samp , ei rathw ^ jn a mefhod ^ ^ ^ 
polypeptide of Group II. 

afferent Actions, or different effects (Mp£p § m ^ ^ § 8()8 ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
different functions and different modes of operation. 

5. mven,i„„s I a»d ( IVa„dV I „ ) a r eun r e 1 a,ed. are u^eiated if i, can b e shown 

PO.ynudeo.ide of Group , a„ d is not required fer ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

6. inventionsf.dVareur.refated. Mentions are „e,a,ed if i, can b e shownthattheyare 

Actions, or different effects (MP EP , 806 .04, MPEP § 808.0.). In the instan, case tne 

po^cieotidesofOronp^ 

dtfferent functions and different modes of operation. 

7- ^entionsnandmarereiatedasproductandprocessofuse. T*e inventions can oe snown 
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claimed can be priced with another raaterially differen , product „ (J) fe ^ ^ ^ ^ 

« «• Polypeptide „f Group „ ^ be used for m entiKly ^ ^ such ^ ^ ^ 

method of Group VIA, rather than for ,he production of antibodies of Gr„ up „I. 

8 . Inventions II and (IV and VIII, are unreiated. Inventions are unrated if it can be shown 

Afferent functions, or differen, effects (MPEP , 806.04, MPEP § 808.01, h , he ^ case ^ 
polypeptide of Group II and is no, required for the methods of Groups IV and VDI. 
9. mvenHons II and (V-VH, are unre,a,ed. tendons are tmrelated if i, can be shown tha, they 
are not disclose, as capable of use together and they have differen, mod es of operation, differen, 
fcncons, or differen, effects (MPEP , 80,04, MPEP , 808.0!, In fhe i„s,an, case the p ol ypeptide 
of Group n, polvnudeotide of Group V, polypeptide of Group VI and the antibody of Group vn 
have different functions and different modes of operation. 

10. inventions m and (IV and VIII) are unrelated. Inventtons are unrated if i, can be shown 

atfferen, functions, or differen, effec,s (MPEP § 8CK.04, MPEP , 808.01, h, rae i„s,an, case ta 
anybody of Group m and is no, required for the methods of Groups IV and VDL 
H. mven«o nsmand(v . vn)areunrelated rnvennonsareunrehtedifitcanbeshowntha, 
•hey are no, disclosed as capable of use together and they have differen, modes of operation 
Afferent tactions, or differen, effec,s (MPEP § 806.04, MPEP , 808.01,. In the instant case the 

Group VII have differen, functions and differen, modes of operation. 
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.2. ^^^(V.vn,^^. I nve„ ti „ nsar e lulrel a t e difitcanl)eshownthat 
required for the method of Group IV. 

— ^.^^^ (M P E P §S „, 04 , MPEp§8080I) 

materials and goals. 

* .v -v Iarerelatedasproductandprocessofuse 

^^ tf *--^«-^-b.- B « 0)fc , 1M . fcllIII , lfclpl-1(tll 

polypeptide of Group VI. 

„ r different effec(s ^ 5 ^ ^ § ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

modes of operation. 
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.6. Inventions V and VII are unrelated. Inventions a. unrelated if it can be shown th a , they 
are no, disclosed a, capable of use together and they have different modes of operation, different 
tactions, or different effects (MPEP § 80 6.04, MPEP § 808.01). In the instant case the 
polynucleotide of Group V is not required for the method of Group VIII. 
17. inventions V, and VII are reUed as product and proofs of use. The inventions can be 
shown to be distinct if either or both of the following can be shown: (1) the process for usmg , he 
product as claimed can be practiced with another materially different product or (2) the product as 
Canned can be used in a materia,* different process of using mat product (MPEP , 806.05(h)) m 
the instant case the polypeptide of Group VI could be used for an entirely different purpose such as 
m to method of Group II, rafter than for the production of antibodies of Group VII. 
.8. htventions (V,, VII) and VHI are unrelated. Inventions are unrelated if i, can be sbom m 
•hey are no, disposed as capaMe of use together and they have different mc^es of operation 
different functions, or differen, effecs (MPEP J 806.04, MPEP § 808.0,). m the instant case the 
polypeptide of Group VI or an antibody of Group VII 
VIII. 



are not required for the method of Group 



Sequence Election Requirement Applicable to All Groups 
in «dd itf „u, Groups , and V detalled ab „ ve „„„ „„ ^ ^ ^ 

-PI, SKQ ID NnmDm . The seq „ ences are pateiitably iistina becauM ^ 
..r„„ed sciences, and a further > appH e d l0 e acb Gronp . For M ^ ^ 

*». to amta. , c ,d sequences, ,be AppHc,„, s must tmber elec , . sjasteafflM 

For an dected Group d raBn t „ nncleotide ^ 
t0 e,ect » single nucleic acid sen,,™ ^ ( Se e MPEP 803.04). 
MPEP 803.04 states: 
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constitute independent and distinct i^T 1 "T"*" m th " S deemed to normally 
evidence to fJcant^t^^Sl^ the meanin § of 35 U.S.C. 121. Absent 
and distinct invention" ^SS^ZS? t0 " ****** 

1.141 etseq. Nevertheless to6^^tST^ P( ^ to 35 US - C 121 ** 37 CFR 
property without creating anu^^^^ 

to partially waive the requirements of 37 CFR 114] i «Vn C H 0mmiSsl0ner has decided sua sponte 
such nucleotide sequences to be claimed in al s e Ln! 2" * reasonabIe number of 

Applications Containing Nvcl^^^^T^ ^ ° f Patent 

It has been determined that normallv ten ,1 CNovember 19, 1996). 

examination purposes. According £ S^in^ 0 ^,' reaS ° naWe for 
sequences will be examined in a SZfcSS^ ♦ mdependent md disti *<* nucleotide 

». Because ,hese invent a. diainc, for ta reasons ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
separate s,ah,s fa to „, . show „ by ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

coe*,ens,ve Ii.era.ure searches, region for «^ purposcs ^ tadicated , ^ 

20. Apphcan. is advised ft a, ft. rep ly .„ Ms r^uirerueu. ,o be Mmpl e.e mus , incI „ de „ 

**» of .he invent .o be examined even .hough .he .ouiremem he Versed ,37 CFR , ,43) 

21. AppUcan. is „ upm ^ rf ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

—hip mus, he a m ended in compiiance wi«h 37 CFR ,.48*) if one or more of the currently 
required under 37 CFR 1.1 7(i). 

Conclusion 

Anyinquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
should be directed to Teresa E Strzelecka whose telephone number is (703) 306-5877. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F (8:30-5:30). 



examiner 
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one are unsuccessful, the examiner 1 



s supervisor, 



If attempts to reach the examiner by teleph 
W.Gao, Jonesc.bereacheda.^OS-,,*. The fa p h „„ e numbers for fte 

and (703) 305-3014 for After Final communications. 

should be direct ,„ the reception*, whose telephone number is (703) 308-0.96. 
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November 14, 2001 



